
 

 

Clinical Standards Committee Report  
 

Summary  

During April 2021- March 2022 we have been busy catching up on new and re-accreditation 
submissions for Departmental Accreditation and the newly launched Echo Quality 
Accreditation following the extensions given due to COVID. We have moved from fully 
virtual visits back to mostly face to face site visits with the possibility of hybrid visits as 
required in future. We are proud of this flexibility and believe it will provide better 
continuity of accreditation in future. A list of centres achieving accreditation is below – well 
done to all. There are also many other centres currently working on applications too.  

As well as supporting members applying for accreditation, we also work hard behind the 
scenes to offer advice and signpost members to other resources in order to help them 
improve their services. So if you have any questions or idea for resources you would like to 
see please get in touch via dept@bsecho.org. On this note we have uploaded some videos 
offering practical advice of echo meetings and QA to the EQA website.  

We will be launching a new portal based system for echo quality accreditation later this year 
which will be more user-friendly as evidence can be uploaded over time rather than having 
to do it all at once upon application submission.  

We continue to engage with UKAS and work alongside them to ensure IQIPS standards for 
echo are appropriate.  
 
Departmental Accreditation  
North Bristol NHS Trust  
Liverpool Heart & Chest Hospital  
OneWelbeck Heart Health  
Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals  
Northwick Park Hospital (LONDON NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY HEALTHCARE NHS TRUST)  
Sandwell & West Birmingham Hospitals  
Wexham Park Hospital/ Frimley Park  
Bristol Heart Institute  
University Hospitals South Manchester/ MFT  
 
Echo Quality Accreditation  

Huge congratulations to Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS Trust Critical Care Echo Service for 
becoming the first BSE Echo Quality Accredited service. This service is a “department 
without walls” and consists of a dedicated team of critical care doctors and sonographers 
who take echo to the most unwell patients. They have achieved this accreditation by 
demonstrating their commitment to improving their echo service in each of the 4 domains 
of EQF; quality, education and training, reproducibility & consistency and customer 
satisfaction. This award and their hard work demonstrate that the echo quality framework is 
scalable and achievable for all services including those that don’t look like a “traditional 
echo department”.  
 



 

 

Thank you  

We would like to give a special thank you to Zena Jones who has unfortunately stepped 
down from her role as Patient Representative for BSE Clinical Standards Committee to focus 
on her health. Zena has been a real asset to the team and has given useful and constructive 
feedback to the sites she has been involved with during their BSE Departmental 
Accreditation visits. We wish Zena all the best for the future and hope to involve more 
patient representatives soon.  

We would also like to thank all the BSE ops team, with special thanks to Jo Vashishta for her 
support with DA & EQA this year. Jo does a huge job behind the scenes that is much needed 
but perhaps not easily visible to members.  
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